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DISCOVERY NAME SHORT-LIVED

Lawrencium is named 

after Ernest Lawrence, who 

invented the cyclotron 

particle accelerator.

Lawrencium is only made 

in miniscule amounts, and 

its most stable isotope has 

a half-life of just ten hours.
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Credit for the discovery 

of lawrencium was given 

jointly to scientists from the 

U.S. and the Soviet Union.
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